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FIGHTING CHILD LABOUR THROUGH EDUCATION
(An Empirical Evidence from "Prajayatna" School campaign in India)

By

Lovise Angen Krogstad

The school campaign "Prajayatna" - is the educational reform initiative of MAYA (Movement for Alternatives and Youth Awareness), a south Indian based NGO working since 1989 to address the systemic causes of child labour. The initial years of MAYA were spent in campaigning against the issue of child labour and initiating direct interventions with children and communities. At an early stage of its work MAYA located the primary reason for school dropout and child labour in poor quality education. Prajayatna, thus, evolves a very clear goal of facilitating a systemic change in the existing educational model through institutionalising community ownership that would affect structures, practices and policy of elementary education in Karnataka. Evidence from the fieldwork, clearly shows that the school campaign in MAYA is a good exception from many development projects were the root causes of child labour (and poverty) are not in primer focus. What characterises this success? What strategies are being adapted? What can we learn from MAYA’s school campaign initiative? These questions will be addressed focusing on the use of the terms "participation" and "empowerment" in development projects from a critical anthropological perspective. 
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